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Hypothesis: Following the dementing clinical course of a cohort of mildly cognitively impaired (MCI) 
subjects will reflect iron regulatory and “oxidative stress” anomalies detectable in their circulating 
peripheral blood leukocytes and in the brain by special phase MR imaging (SWI).   A genetically 
engineered mouse (“knockout Ireb-2 gene”) that accumulates brain iron and manifests a 
neurodegenerative disease is used for calibrating SWI images.
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